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Here is a part of our history that not many know about.  But once it is heard it is never forgotten. 
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[image: image2.emf]The Female Buffalo Soldier,  Cathay Williams aka William Cathy:

• Was born into slavery in 

Independence, Missouri in 

1842.

• Enlisted in the army in 1866

• Served until 1868, when she 

became ill, was examined and 

found to be a woman.

• After leaving the army as a 

soldier, she worked as a cook 

for an officer at Fort Union.
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Cathay Williams AKA William Cathy

She was born  a slave in Independence, MO in 1842

When the call was sounded for Blacks to join the military she enlisted as William Cathy in 1866

She served as a cook until 1868 when she fell sick and was discovered to be a woman.
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[image: image3.emf]Female Buffalo Soldier,  Cathay Williams aka William Cathy

Cathay Williams was assured a 

place in history as the only 

documented female Buffalo 

Soldier, and as the only 

documented African-American 

woman who served in the U.S. 

army prior to the 1948 law, which 

officially allowed women to join 

the army. 
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She was the only documented female Buffalo Soldier and the only Black woman to serve in the Army prior to 1948 when a law was passed that allowed women to join the military.
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As time never stands for no one, neither did it stand still for these Buffalo Soldiers and all the others who served their country.  Veterans of the Plains Indians Wars, the War Between the States, and the Spanish-American War are all gone now.  The last WW I veteran passed away just a month or so ago.  Here is a story about some of the last Buffalo Soldier to serve.  
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Mark Matthews, August 7, 1894 – September 6, 2005

• 1st Sergeant  Mark Mathews 

was the oldest surviving 

Buffalo Soldier in the United 

States Army until September 

6, 2005 when he died

• One of 1st Sgt. Mark 

Matthews' duties was 

assisting in the 1916 search 

for Pancho Villa in Mexico

• He was 111 when he died. 

He is interred in Arlington 

National Cemetery
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1st Sgt Mark Matthews was a Buffalo Soldier who fought against José Doroteo Arango Arámbula, otherwise know as  “Poncho Villa” during US involvement of the Mexican Revolution in 1916.

Born on August 7th, 1894, he was the oldest surviving Buffalo Soldier.  

1st Sgt Matthews passed away on Sept 6, 2005.  He was 111 years old.
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[image: image6.emf]1

st

Sergeant  Mark Mathews, former 

Buffalo Soldier, poses in his old 

Cavalry Uniform

"I did it all," Sgt. Matthews told The 

Washington Post a few years ago. "Yes, 

I was there."
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1st Sergeant  Mark Mathews…
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[image: image7.emf]Matthews joined the 

Buffalo Soldiers when he 

was fifteen years old. "I had 

to wait awhile before I 

could get on duty. But then 

they shipped me to the 

West." 
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1st Sergeant  Mark Mathews…


He joined the Army when is was just 15 years old.
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the Last of the Original Buffalo Soldiers

• Dr. William H. Waddell, at 97, was 

the last and oldest living member of 

the Buffalo Soldiers after the death 

of First Sergeant Mark Mathews is 

deceased.  Dr. Waddell passed 

away in January 2007

• Dr. Waddell served in both the 9

th

and 10

th

Cavalry Divisions in the 

Italian Campaign during World 

War II
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Dr. William H. Waddell served in both the 9th and 10th during WW II.  After the death of 1st Sgt Matthews he became the oldest  living Buffalo Soldier.  

Dr. Waddell passed away in January 2007 at 97 years of age. 
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Dr. Waddell
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• While overseeing the care of 

10,000 horses as well as many 

mules, Dr. Waddell’s mule was 

shot, in 1944, by German forces. 

The impact knocked Dr. Waddell 

off his mount and the enemy 

continued shooting at him, 

causing him to suffer a wound to 

his neck.

• He spent 90 days in a field 

hospital in North Africa before 

returning to active duty with his 

troops.
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[image: image10.emf]• A pioneer, Dr. Waddell was the 

first faculty member at Tuskegee 

University’s School of  Veterinary 

Medicine (1945-1948)

• In 2003, he received the honorary 

Order of St. Martin when honored 

at Tuskegee

• Before his death Dr. Waddell, 

veterinarian, entrepreneur, leader, 

husband, father, researcher, 

student, retired to the eastern shore 

of Oahu, Hawaii
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“At a recent event, Waddell says, "I bring 

you greetings from the Buffalo Soldier 

way of thinking. I represent the Buffalo 

Soldiers of this world - those who died 

for this country, those who fought 

overseas.”
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[image: image11.emf]• A 1931 Lincoln University 

graduate, Waddell was one of 

three honorary degree 

recipients at the University’s 

145th Commencement 

ceremonies on May 2, 2004
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Member of heralded Buffalo Soldiers continues to be honored…


He was awarded three honorary degrees by Lincoln University in 2004
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The Last of the Legends
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As time never stands for no one, neither did it stand still for these Buffalo Soldiers and all the others who served their country.  Veterans of the Plains Indians Wars, the War Between the States, and the Spanish-American War are all gone now.  The last WW I veteran passed away just a month or so ago.  Here is a story about some of the last Buffalo Soldier to serve.  
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1st Sergeant  Mark Mathews, former Buffalo Soldier, poses in his old Cavalry Uniform

"I did it all," Sgt. Matthews told The Washington Post a few years ago. "Yes, I was there."

1st Sergeant  Mark Mathews…
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Still…the Legend Lives on…                                              the Last of the Original Buffalo Soldiers



		Dr. William H. Waddell, at 97, was the last and oldest living member of the Buffalo Soldiers after the death of First Sergeant Mark Mathews is deceased.  Dr. Waddell passed away in January 2007





		Dr. Waddell served in both the 9th and 10th Cavalry Divisions in the Italian Campaign during World War II
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Dr. William H. Waddell served in both the 9th and 10th during WW II.  After the death of 1st Sgt Matthews he became the oldest  living Buffalo Soldier.  



Dr. Waddell passed away in January 2007 at 97 years of age. 
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		A pioneer, Dr. Waddell was the first faculty member at Tuskegee University’s School of  Veterinary Medicine (1945-1948)



		In 2003, he received the honorary Order of St. Martin when honored at Tuskegee



		Before his death Dr. Waddell, veterinarian, entrepreneur, leader, husband, father, researcher, student, retired to the eastern shore of Oahu, Hawaii





“At a recent event, Waddell says, "I bring you greetings from the Buffalo Soldier way of thinking. I represent the Buffalo Soldiers of this world - those who died for this country, those who fought overseas.”
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		A 1931 Lincoln University graduate, Waddell was one of three honorary degree recipients at the University’s 145th Commencement ceremonies on May 2, 2004



Member of heralded Buffalo Soldiers continues to be honored…
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He was awarded three honorary degrees by Lincoln University in 2004
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The Last of the Original Buffalo Soldiers



Dr. Waddell

		While overseeing the care of 10,000 horses as well as many mules, Dr. Waddell’s mule was shot, in 1944, by German forces. The impact knocked Dr. Waddell off his mount and the enemy continued shooting at him, causing him to suffer a wound to his neck.

		He spent 90 days in a field hospital in North Africa before returning to active duty with his troops.
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Matthews joined the Buffalo Soldiers when he was fifteen years old. "I had to wait awhile before I could get on duty. But then they shipped me to the West." 

1st Sergeant  Mark Mathews…
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He joined the Army when is was just 15 years old.
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Original Buffalo Soldier…gone but not forgotten

Mark Matthews, August 7, 1894 – September 6, 2005

		1st Sergeant  Mark Mathews was the oldest surviving Buffalo Soldier in the United States Army until September 6, 2005 when he died



		One of 1st Sgt. Mark Matthews' duties was assisting in the 1916 search for Pancho Villa in Mexico





		He was 111 when he died. He is interred in Arlington National Cemetery
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1st Sgt Mark Matthews was a Buffalo Soldier who fought against José Doroteo Arango Arámbula, otherwise know as  “Poncho Villa” during US involvement of the Mexican Revolution in 1916.



Born on August 7th, 1894, he was the oldest surviving Buffalo Soldier.  



1st Sgt Matthews passed away on Sept 6, 2005.  He was 111 years old.
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The Female Buffalo Soldier,  Cathay Williams aka William Cathy:

		Was born into slavery in Independence, Missouri in 1842.

		Enlisted in the army in 1866

		Served until 1868, when she became ill, was examined and found to be a woman.

		After leaving the army as a soldier, she worked as a cook for an officer at Fort Union.
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Cathay Williams AKA William Cathy

She was born  a slave in Independence, MO in 1842



When the call was sounded for Blacks to join the military she enlisted as William Cathy in 1866



She served as a cook until 1868 when she fell sick and was discovered to be a woman.
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Female Buffalo Soldier,  Cathay Williams aka William Cathy

Cathay Williams was assured a place in history as the only documented female Buffalo Soldier, and as the only documented African-American woman who served in the U.S. army prior to the 1948 law, which officially allowed women to join the army. 
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She was the only documented female Buffalo Soldier and the only Black woman to serve in the Army prior to 1948 when a law was passed that allowed women to join the military.
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Female Buffalo Soldier
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Here is a part of our history that not many know about.  But once it is heard it is never forgotten. 










