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[image: image1.emf]The 9th Cavalry, "K" Company in Pine Ridge, South Dakota. This photograph was 

taken during the winter of 1890-91. Note the heavier coats (many Buffalo hide), and 

hats. Two men pictured here are Medal of Honor Winners- George Jordan, seated,   

and Henry Johnson, standing in rear.
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Here we see the soldiers of K Company on the Pine Ridge Reservation, home of the Oglalla Sioux.  Today Pine ridge is one of the poorest counties in the US. 
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[image: image2.emf]This is the 9th Cavalry assembled as part of a unit portrait -

made probably in the late 1880's.
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[image: image3.emf]The 9th Cavalry F troop around the turn of the Century. This picture was made in 

either Florida or Georgia and may be of maneuvers just before the Spanish American 

War fought in Cuba.
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[image: image4.emf]A 10th Cavalry soldier in general issue buffalo-hide coat for winter duty. Photo was 

taken in the late 1870s.
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These coats were made of genuine Buffalo Hide and helped to keep these men as wanr as possible.
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[image: image5.emf]The 10th Cavalry in dress blue uniforms passes in review. This picture was taken in 

1938 at Fort Huachuca, Arizona. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BUFFALO SOLDIERS AND TROOPERS M/C

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BUFFALO SOLDIERS AND TROOPERS M/C


Slide 47


[image: image6.emf]Buffalo Soldiers mount their horses around the turn of the Century. This photo was 

taken in Florida or Georgia as troopers prepared for battle in Cuba during the 

Spanish American War of 1898.
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[image: image7.emf]These Buffalo Soldiers display their riding prowess with a drill known as "Roman Riding." 

The 9th and 10th Cavalry worked hard at equestrian demonstrations and were favorites of 

reviews at most posts where they performed.
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[image: image8.emf]The Legend from West Point
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This next section will cover a few of the Blacks who attended the US Military Academy at West Point NY
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[image: image9.emf]Born into slavery, Henry Ossian Flipper became the first        

African American to graduate from West Point

• In 1873, James Freeman, a newly-

elected Georgia Congressman, 

recommended Flipper’s appointment 

after he proved himself to be ‘worthy 

and qualified.’

• He was the 5th African American 

excepted to attend the Academy – he 

was 17 years old at the time.

• Treated with extreme prejudice as a 

cadet, Flipper excelled in engineering, 

law, French and Spanish.

• Flipper described his successful 

struggle against ostracism and 

prejudice in 

The Colored Cadet at 

West Point

(1878). 
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Henry Ossian Flipper was the first Black graduate of West Point.  He was the 5th to be accepted
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[image: image10.emf]His assignment to the 10th Cavalry in 1877 was the realization of 

a dream. 

• Flipper’s military career was cut 

short when he was wrongly 

accused of embezzlement and 

falsifying records.

• In a trial shrouded in prejudice, he 

was found guilty of lying and 

sentenced to dismissal from the US 

Army.
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Flipper was assigned to the 10th Cavalry.  There were very few Black officers during this time.

His career was cut short by charges of embezzlement and falsifying records
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[image: image11.emf]A divided court-martial acquitted Flipper of charges of embezzle-

ment but pronounced him guilty of "conduct unbecoming an 

officer and a gentleman." 

Lt. Flipper’s court-martial 

was held at the chapel at 

Fort Davis, pictured.

A short statement penned by 

President Chester upheld the 

sentence of the court, despite 

prejudice surrounding the 

trial.
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Here is  a picture of the small chapel on Ft Davis where his trial was held
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[image: image12.emf]Henry Ossian Flipper…

• Flipper’s discharge signaled the 

end of one of the most envied of 

military careers

• After his dismissal, he went on to 

gain recognition and respect as a 

surveyor and opened his own 

engineering firm

• During the years following his 

dismissal, Flipper maintained his 

innocence and sought to clear his 

name and restore his rank 8 

times… unsuccessfully
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He was discharged but he still went on to do great things as a surveyor.

He sought to clear him name 8 separate times
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[image: image13.emf]Henry Ossian Flipper…

American Hero

• In 1976, the US Army deemed the sentence 

handed down was too severe for the charge, 

and posthumously awarded Flipper an 

honorable discharge.

• 23 years later, on February 19, 1999, 117 

years after being charged with “conduct 

unbecoming an officer and a gentleman” and 

59 years after his death, he was pardoned 

posthumously by President Bill Clinton

• His story not only represents a milestone in 

African American history, but in the history 

of America as well
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In 1976 he was posthumously awarded an honorable discharge by the US Army.         

On February 19th, 1999, 117 years after being falsely  accused, and 59 years after his death he was pardoned by President Bill Clinton

Slide 55


[image: image14.emf]Other Buffalo Soldiers who graduated from West Point include:

• John Hanks Alexander

• Charles Young 
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John Hanks Alexander and Charles Young were early graduates of West Point
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[image: image15.emf]Other Buffalo Soldiers who graduated from West Point:

• John Hanks Alexander, 

almost unnoticed in 

Army history, was the 

son of former slaves

• Hanks was the second 

black to become an 

officer in the regular 

Army

• Charles Young became 

the third black regular 

Army line officer in 

1889. An outstanding 

officer, he eventually 

would reach the grade of 

Colonel.

• In 1896, he set a new 

precedent by transferring 

to the 7th Cavalry, a 

white regiment, where he 

remained on the rolls for 

one year. 
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Cadet Charles Young


Hanks, the son of former slaves was the second Black to be commissioned as an Officer in the regular Army.

Charles Young was the third Black to become an officer.  He went on to become a full Colonel, one step away from General. He was also the first Black to command White soldiers when he was transferred to the 7th Cavalry, Gen Custer’s old unit.
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A 10th Cavalry soldier in general issue buffalo-hide coat for winter duty. Photo was taken in the late 1870s. 
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These coats were made of genuine Buffalo Hide and helped to keep these men as wanr as possible.
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The Legend from West Point
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This next section will cover a few of the Blacks who attended the US Military Academy at West Point NY
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His assignment to the 10th Cavalry in 1877 was the realization of a dream. 

		Flipper’s military career was cut short when he was wrongly accused of embezzlement and falsifying records.



		In a trial shrouded in prejudice, he was found guilty of lying and sentenced to dismissal from the US Army.





NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BUFFALO SOLDIERS AND TROOPERS M/C



Flipper was assigned to the 10th Cavalry.  There were very few Black officers during this time.



His career was cut short by charges of embezzlement and falsifying records
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Henry Ossian Flipper…

		Flipper’s discharge signaled the end of one of the most envied of military careers





		After his dismissal, he went on to gain recognition and respect as a surveyor and opened his own engineering firm



		During the years following his dismissal, Flipper maintained his innocence and sought to clear his name and restore his rank 8 times… unsuccessfully
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He was discharged but he still went on to do great things as a surveyor.



He sought to clear him name 8 separate times
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Other Buffalo Soldiers who graduated from West Point include:

		John Hanks Alexander





		Charles Young 
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John Hanks Alexander and Charles Young were early graduates of West Point
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Other Buffalo Soldiers who graduated from West Point:

		John Hanks Alexander, almost unnoticed in Army history, was the son of former slaves

		Hanks was the second black to become an officer in the regular Army

		Charles Young became the third black regular Army line officer in 1889. An outstanding officer, he eventually would reach the grade of Colonel.

		In 1896, he set a new precedent by transferring to the 7th Cavalry, a white regiment, where he remained on the rolls for one year. 



Cadet Charles Young
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Hanks, the son of former slaves was the second Black to be commissioned as an Officer in the regular Army.



Charles Young was the third Black to become an officer.  He went on to become a full Colonel, one step away from General. He was also the first Black to command White soldiers when he was transferred to the 7th Cavalry, Gen Custer’s old unit.











Black Cadetina
‘White Bastion
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Henry Ossian Flipper… American Hero

		In 1976, the US Army deemed the sentence handed down was too severe for the charge, and posthumously awarded Flipper an honorable discharge.





		23 years later, on February 19, 1999, 117 years after being charged with “conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman” and 59 years after his death, he was pardoned posthumously by President Bill Clinton





		His story not only represents a milestone in African American history, but in the history of America as well
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In 1976 he was posthumously awarded an honorable discharge by the US Army.         

On February 19th, 1999, 117 years after being falsely  accused, and 59 years after his death he was pardoned by President Bill Clinton







Within the month, his troop was
one of several in the field
pursuing the clusive Apache
chief. Victorio, and his small
band of warriors who were
raiding on both sides of the Rio
Grande.

Lt. Flipper was ordered in
November to Fort Davis, Texas
where he was assigned the duties
of Acting Asst. Quartermaster
and Acting Commissary of
Subsistence. All scemed to go
well for the only black officer in
the Regular Army until the spring
of 1881 when Colonel William

R. Shafter became commander of
the post. Having a reputation of
being particularly hard on
subordinates, he relieved Flipper
of his quartermaster duties. Then
Flipper discovered commissary
funds missing from his trunk
Genuinely afraid of the ill-
tempered Shafter, Flipper tried to
1 the loss, even lying to his
commander, until the money
could be found.

cone

Flipper's cfforts only resulted in
him being court-martialed,
charged with “embezzlement”
and “conduct unbecoming an
officer and a gentleman.” His
trial was held in the post chapel
at Fort Davis in November and
December of 1881. The court
found him guilty of misconduct

The chapel at Fort Davis where
Lt. Flipper s court-martial was
held.

e

ian Accomplishments

After being dismissed from the
army, Flipper went on to attain
recognition and respect as a

surveyor. In 1890, he opened his
own civil and mining engineering
office in Arizona

From 1893 to 1901, Flipper
worked for the Department of
Justice as a special agent for the
Court of Private Land Claims

His main task was translating
Spanish documents into English,
but he also surveyed land grants
and appeared as an expert witness
in several court cases.

Henry Flipper, Nogales, Ar

Flipper next took a job as
resident engineer with a mining
company in Mexico. Following
the outbreak of the Mexican
Revolution, he moved to El Paso.
In 1919, he served as an
interpreter and translator for a
Senate subcommittee on foreign
relations, and in 1921, he was
appointed a special assistant to
the Secretary of the Interior and
worked with the Alaskan
Engincering Commission. From
1923 to 1930, Flipper worked as
a consultant for a New York-
based oil company.

During the years following his
dismissal from the army, Flipper
maintained his innocence. He
sought to clear his name through
the only avenue open to him  the
passage of a bill by Congress

The first attempt 10 restore his
former army rank and status
occurred in 1898. His eighth and
1l effort resulted in a bill being
introduced into the Senate in

1924. None of the bills,
however, gained enough support
or interest. Al died quictly in
committees. Henry Flipper died
in 1940 at the age of 84, never
knowing that his rank would
someday be restored

Clearing His Name

Tt was the Civil Rights
movements of the 1950s and
1960s and a concerted cffort by
historians to tell the story of all
Americans that brought atiention
o the circumstances surrounding
Flipper's dismissal. In 1976 the
U. . Army reviewed his case and
posthumously awarded Flipper an
honorable discharge dated June
30, 1882. While acknowledging
that Flipper falsified reports and
lied to his commanding officer,
the army ruled that regardless of
race, the sentence handed down
in December of 1881 and upheld
by the president in 1882 was too
severe for the crime.

The pardoning by President
Clinton in 1999 was the final act
of vindication for the former
second licutenant who has
become one of America’s heroes
His story
milestone in the history of
African Americans, but in the
history of our nation as well

ot only represents a

Henry Flipper in 1923
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A divided court-martial acquitted Flipper of charges of embezzle-ment but pronounced him guilty of "conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman." 

Lt. Flipper’s court-martial was held at the chapel at Fort Davis, pictured.

A short statement penned by President Chester upheld the sentence of the court, despite prejudice surrounding the trial.
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Here is  a picture of the small chapel on Ft Davis where his trial was held







Within the month, his troop was
one of several in the field
pursuing the clusive Apache
chief. Victorio, and his small
band of warriors who were
raiding on both sides of the Rio
Grande.

Lt. Flipper was ordered in
November to Fort Davis, Texas
where he was assigned the duties
of Acting Asst. Quartermaster
and Acting Commissary of
Subsistence. All scemed to go
well for the only black officer in
the Regular Army until the spring
of 1881 when Colonel William

R. Shafter became commander of
the post. Having a reputation of
being particularly hard on
subordinates, he relieved Flipper
of his quartermaster duties. Then
Flipper discovered commissary
funds missing from his trunk
Genuinely afraid of the ill-
tempered Shafter, Flipper tried to
1 the loss, even lying to his
commander, until the money
could be found.

cone

Flipper's cfforts only resulted in
him being court-martialed,
charged with “embezzlement”
and “conduct unbecoming an
officer and a gentleman.” His
trial was held in the post chapel
at Fort Davis in November and
December of 1881. The court
found him guilty of misconduct

The chapel at Fort Davis where
Lt. Flipper s court-martial was
held.

e

ian Accomplishments

After being dismissed from the
army, Flipper went on to attain
recognition and respect as a

surveyor. In 1890, he opened his
own civil and mining engineering
office in Arizona

From 1893 to 1901, Flipper
worked for the Department of
Justice as a special agent for the
Court of Private Land Claims

His main task was translating
Spanish documents into English,
but he also surveyed land grants
and appeared as an expert witness
in several court cases.

Henry Flipper, Nogales, Ar

Flipper next took a job as
resident engineer with a mining
company in Mexico. Following
the outbreak of the Mexican
Revolution, he moved to El Paso.
In 1919, he served as an
interpreter and translator for a
Senate subcommittee on foreign
relations, and in 1921, he was
appointed a special assistant to
the Secretary of the Interior and
worked with the Alaskan
Engincering Commission. From
1923 to 1930, Flipper worked as
a consultant for a New York-
based oil company.

During the years following his
dismissal from the army, Flipper
maintained his innocence. He
sought to clear his name through
the only avenue open to him  the
passage of a bill by Congress

The first attempt 10 restore his
former army rank and status
occurred in 1898. His eighth and
1l effort resulted in a bill being
introduced into the Senate in

1924. None of the bills,
however, gained enough support
or interest. Al died quictly in
committees. Henry Flipper died
in 1940 at the age of 84, never
knowing that his rank would
someday be restored

Clearing His Name

Tt was the Civil Rights
movements of the 1950s and
1960s and a concerted cffort by
historians to tell the story of all
Americans that brought atiention
o the circumstances surrounding
Flipper's dismissal. In 1976 the
U. . Army reviewed his case and
posthumously awarded Flipper an
honorable discharge dated June
30, 1882. While acknowledging
that Flipper falsified reports and
lied to his commanding officer,
the army ruled that regardless of
race, the sentence handed down
in December of 1881 and upheld
by the president in 1882 was too
severe for the crime.

The pardoning by President
Clinton in 1999 was the final act
of vindication for the former
second licutenant who has
become one of America’s heroes
His story
milestone in the history of
African Americans, but in the
history of our nation as well

ot only represents a

Henry Flipper in 1923
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Born into slavery, Henry Ossian Flipper became the first                                                           African American to graduate from West Point

		In 1873, James Freeman, a newly-elected Georgia Congressman, recommended Flipper’s appointment after he proved himself to be ‘worthy and qualified.’

		He was the 5th African American excepted to attend the Academy – he was 17 years old at the time.

		Treated with extreme prejudice as a cadet, Flipper excelled in engineering, law, French and Spanish.

		Flipper described his successful struggle against ostracism and prejudice in The Colored Cadet at West Point (1878). 
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Henry Ossian Flipper was the first Black graduate of West Point.  He was the 5th to be accepted
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Buffalo Soldiers mount their horses around the turn of the Century. This photo was taken in Florida or Georgia as troopers prepared for battle in Cuba during the Spanish American War of 1898.
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These Buffalo Soldiers display their riding prowess with a drill known as "Roman Riding." The 9th and 10th Cavalry worked hard at equestrian demonstrations and were favorites of reviews at most posts where they performed.
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The 10th Cavalry in dress blue uniforms passes in review. This picture was taken in 1938 at Fort Huachuca, Arizona. 
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This is the 9th Cavalry assembled as part of a unit portrait - made probably in the late 1880's.
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The 9th Cavalry F troop around the turn of the Century. This picture was made in either Florida or Georgia and may be of maneuvers just before the Spanish American War fought in Cuba.
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The 9th Cavalry, "K" Company in Pine Ridge, South Dakota. This photograph was taken during the winter of 1890-91. Note the heavier coats (many Buffalo hide), and hats. Two men pictured here are Medal of Honor Winners- George Jordan, seated,   and Henry Johnson, standing in rear.
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Here we see the soldiers of K Company on the Pine Ridge Reservation, home of the Oglalla Sioux.  Today Pine ridge is one of the poorest counties in the US. 














