Buffalo Soldier History
The Southwest Illinois Buffalo Solders Chapter was started in March, 2007 by Harold "Catman" Campbell and Clarence "D" Nelson. To date there are a total of 76 Chapters in 34 States and 2 countries.
We the Buffalo Soldiers/Troopers M/Cs exist to serve ourselves as riders and our communities as responsible citizens. We will provide positive role models for the youth in our communities and will continue the tradition of service to the nation as established by our Military ancestors.


History of the Buffalo Soldiers

"The Legacy"

The first Black Men officially recognized as Soldiers of the United States were slaves. The unit was known as the 1st Regiment of South Carolina volunteers; it was created as an experiment in November, 1862. The theory at that time was that the war between the states would last quite a while, therefore using black soldiers to fight for the Union would save the lives of many white men. The experiment worked and almost 180,000 black men participated in the war. Approximately 33,380 lost their lives in uniform. 

African Americans have served proudly in every great American war. In 1866, through an act of Congress, legislation was adopted to create six all African American Army units. The units were identified as the 9th and 10th calvary and the 38th, 39th, 40th, and 41st infantry regiments. The four infantry regiments were later reorganized to form the 24th and 25th infantry regiments. 

These fighting men represented the first Black professional soldiers in a peacetime army. The recruits came from varied backgrounds including former slaves and veterans from service in the Civil War. 

The Nickname 

The nickname buffalo soldiers began with the Cheyenne warriors in 1867. The actual Cheyenne translation was Wild Buffalo. The nickname was given out of respect and the fierce fighting ability of the 10th cavalry. Overtime, Buffalo Soldiers became a generic term for all African American soldiers.

"The Legacy Lives On " 

In 1993, the first chapter of the Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club was founded in Chicago, IL by Ken "Dream Maker" Thomas to socialize men and women sharing similar ideals and the common bond of motorcycling.
The name was chosen to uphold and perpetuate the heroic legend of the original Buffalo Soldiers and the legacy of excellence of African American soldiers who followed. 
The Buffalo Soldiers memorial at Ft Leavenworth, dedicated by General Colin Powell. Ft Leavenworth, Kansas is home of the original 10th Cavalry. The memorial honors the memory and contributions of African American men and women who proudly served this country from 1866 to 1944. 
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To read more about the Buffalo Soldiers please visit the following sites

Buffalo Soldiers National Museum | Buffalo Soldiers & Indian Wars 

9th and 10th Calvary | The Buffalo Soldiers - ABSRA 

Cathay Williams - Female Buffalo Soldier 
BUFFALO SOLDIER'S CREDO

I am a Buffalo Soldier, and as a Buffalo Soldier I will uphold the standards 
and traditions set forth by my chapter and the
National Association of Buffalo Soldiers and Troopers Motorcycle Clubs. 

I am proud of my colors and the rich history that they represent. I will wear my colors with pride 
and will do all within my power to educate the general public about the rich history of the 
9th and 10th Cavalry Buffalo Soldiers.

I respect my colors and my Buffalo Soldiers Sisters and Brothers,
and when my riding days come to an end, I wish to be remembered as 
one who served with dignity, as a responsible biker, and a proud Buffalo Soldier. 
Thomas 'TC' Costley 
President, Buffalo Soldiers & Troopers 
Local Area

Hotels

Best Western| Ramada Inn | Drury Hotels | Baymont

Sleep Inn | Holiday Inn Express | Candlewood Suites 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.suburbanhotels.com/ires/en-US/html/HotelInfo?hotel=IL292&sid=TC2mM.6L6FmgnYxg.46" \t "_blank" | Suburban Extended Stay| Quality Inn 
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Casinos 

Argosy Casino Alton IL | LUMIÈRE PLACECasino Queen East Saint Louis IL |

 HYPERLINK "http://www.lumiereplace.com/casino.aspx" 

 | "Harrah's St Louis MO 
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Entertainment

LB's Juke Joint 
Home of the Buffalo Solders SWIL 
Upcoming Events
Come enjoy the sounds of 
T. Williams bka"Aireez DaRychuss"
Soul Reunion
Sunday 22 March 6pm to 10pm
Tickets $10.00 in Advance $12.00 at the Door
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Cigar Inn 119 West Main Street Suite A, Belleville IL 

Metromix.com 
St Louis' one-stop local entertainment guide on where to go and what to do!

	Executive Council
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	President
president@bsmcswil.com 
"D" 
Charter Member 
Harley Davidson Electra Glide Classic
Originally From: Brooklyn, NY
Interests: Marine Aquaria, Woodworking
"If it ain't broke let have me a few minutes with it" 

	Vice President
vice-president@bsmcswil.com 
Road Kill 
Honda VTX 1800 "Sadie"
Originally From: East St. Louis"
Riding of over 30 years 
Former Police officer
Lover of the open road...Lover of this life
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	Treasurer
jamacngirl@bsmcswil.com 
Jamacngirl 

Charter Member 
Yamaha V Star
Riding: 2 Year
Occupation: Clinical Supervisor
Interest: Spending quality time with grand babies. Fishing, Traveling, Movies and Casinos

	Secretary
ace@bsmcswil.com 
ACE 

Harley Davidson FLHX Street Glide 
Originally From: IL 
Riding since 2003
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	Sergeant At Arms 
peanut@bsmcswil.com 
Peanut 

Harley Davidson
Originally From: Chicago IL


